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perverted and misquoted, only to an extremely
limited extent, lend colour to the Congress case,
was a man talented and industrious, but one the
greater part of whose official life was spent in
England. He had, indeed, less experience of
India than almost any member of his service.

Precise definition and accuracy of statement
are not now expected of critics of British Indian
administration, and by them the land revenue is
habitually referred to as taxation, as they con-
veniently, but hardly in good faith, ignore the fact
that where land is held directly from Government
taxes include rent, so that land tax in India should
be compared with tax plus rent in this country, an
elementary consideration which reduces nine-tenths
of their diatribes to absolute nonsense.

The transparently false statement is made on all
hands that England has ruined Indian trade. Now
that is true as regards certain particular trades, but
it is also true that she has endowed India with
many new industries more than she has destroyed,
and has created her very considerable dealings with
foreign nations, for Indian trade in ante-British
days was a mere bagatelle compared to what it is
at the present time.

Nothing can exceed the unscrupulous misrepre-
sentation to which the Government of India is
exposed alike in regard to its commercial and its
land revenue policy. Its land system, which hostile